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Species Spotlight:  Showy goldenrod (Solidago speciosa) 
By: Ryan Schmidt  

 
Showy goldenrod, Solidaga speciosa, is an eye-catching forb native to prairie ecosystems. 
Although there are several species of goldenrods, many claim that Showy Goldenrod is the 
most appealing and showiest of them all. This unique prairie plant boasts gorgeous late 
blooming flowers and fall foliage.  
 
Showy goldenrod exhibits a cluster of unbranched stems 
that can grow to a height of 4 feet. The leaves of this gold-
enrod are elliptical in shape and slightly toothed. They also 
gradually grow smaller from the bottom of the plant to the 
top. This tallgrass prairie plant has beautiful yellow flow-
ers at the top of each stem. These flowers occur in an elon-
gated or cylindrical cluster. The typical flowering period 
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